
It’s a Woman’s World by L-Maria Photography  

 
 
RATIONALE (EDITORIAL PROPOSAL) 
  

Seeking; Female Models, Makeup Artist, Hair Stylist, and possibly Wardrobe Stylist based in Birmingham, 
UK to create a high class glamour shoot, in which female models mimic stereotypical male attributes, to 
play on the themes of equality, empowerment and feminism.  
 
 
CONCEPT 
 
My concept focuses on the idea of female empowerment and, women being able to feel comfortable to                 
break away from the social norms, or what would typically be expected of them, based on their gender.                  
Helmut Newton was a photographer whose images I feel best portrayed this. He often had women wear                 
clothing that would not have been appropriate for a women during that time, and also had them embrace                  
roles that would have caused much controversy. This is because his images were shot and published for                 
fashion magazines such as Vogue, during a time period when society didn't recognize women to be equal                 
to men. So he played on a lot of male attributes by dressing the women up in suits, with manly gestures,                     
holding cigarettes with overly confident expressions and poses. The women appeared very confident, and              
comfortable embracing traits typical of a man, to assert their dominance.  
 
The things that were inspired by Newton, that I have incorporated into the images, was the wardrobe                 
choices, the make up style, the attitudes, facial expressions and body language of the models. They were                 
posed in ways to suggest that they knew they were breaking stereotypes, and couldn't care less. The                 
post production was also style inspired by Newton. By choosing to edit the photos in black and white, with                   
deep shadows and high contrast lighting. Newton’s work is best described as erotic or provocative, as his                 
models were usually underdressed, and overly sexualised. However, they were still presented in a way to                
suggest they had power and felt in control. This was the creative twist I was going for with my own fashion                     
shoot. 
 
Originally I was just going to use one model, but then after reflecting on my idea, I felt that the message                     
behind my shoot, being female empowerment, made more sense to have a women of various ages,                
races and shapes, making it more appealing to a wider audience. 
 
 
INSPIRATION 
Black and White, Glamour, Men’s fashion, Feminism, Equality, Role Reversal, Controversy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MoodBoards  
 

 
 
 



CLOTHING SOURCES 
 
Models will supply their own clothing, but a wardrobe stylist or help from the BCU school of fashion, or 
acting will be seeked. They will need to bring clothing items that are typical of a man’s wardrobe, and any 
additional props such as tie, cigarettes, watches, and hats. 
 

CREATIVE TEAM CAST 

 
Name: Katrina Grey MUA 
Location: London/ Birmingham 
Portfolio: http://ksgportfolio.tumblr.com  
Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 
 
Name: CAZ MUA & Hair Stylist 
Location: Birmingham 
Portfolio: http://www.modelmayhem.com/cbeauty  
Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 
 
 

IMAGE IDEAS/ STORYBOARDS 
 
Location  
The Birmingham City Uni, Parkside building photography studio in the full or half cove as this 
would allow to get more of a variety of different angles.  
 
Colour Palette  
The make up ideally to be dark and smokey, but more to the MUAs taste, as photos will be 
edited in black and white, excluding their copies. 
 
Spatial arrangements of visual elements 
In the individual shots, models will be allowed to work with a lot of space, enabling them to pose 
as they please. models will be positioned around the studio. 
 

COMPOSITION 
Props  
Male accessories; shirt, tie, trousers, belts, braces, tie. Also household items, if set in TV Studio  
 
Lighting  
Soft lighting, nothing to harsh, as contrast will be changed in editing. 
 
 
Models Expression & Body Language  
Models should have serious and sexy facial expressions looking into the camera or away in 
thought, and body language should show elegance and poise.  
 



MODEL CAST 
 
 
 
Name: Robyn Holley 
Age: 21 
Height: 6’2 
Dress size: 12 
Shoe Size: 8 
Features: Straight, long ginger hair, Pale white skin. 
Location: Birmingham 
Portfolio:  
Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 
 
 
 
 
Name: Ama Adusei 
Age: 20 
Height: 5’5 
Dress size: 10 
Shoe Size: 7 
Features: Straight short brown hair, Dark skin 
Location: Birmingham 
Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 
 

 

 

 

Name: Essie Mtetwa 
Age: 21 
Height: 5’2 
Features: Tight curly, short green hair, and dark skin 

Location: Birmingham 

Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 

 

 



Name: Twigz 
Age: 17 
Height: 5’7 
Features: Straight, long blonde hair, and pale skin 

Location: Nottingham 

Portfolio: www.modelmayhem.com/Twigz-x 

Status: Confirmed 
Compensation: TFP 

 

 

 
Name: Sarita 
Age:  
Height:  
Features:  

Location: Birmingham 

Portfolio:  

Status:  
Compensation: TFP 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FINISHED WORK: 
 

 

 

 
 

 


